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Prinoo Ahmad, Kamar-ud-din Khan, Safdar Jang, now
viceroy of Oudh, the Raja of Jaipur and others of his
generals to stem the fresh tide of invasion. They reached
the Sutlej only to learn that Ahmad Shah, as it is now
right to call him, had outmarched them and had seized
Sirhind with the whole of the prince's baggage. Both
armies entrenched themselves and for some days
their light horse engaged in constant skirmishes. At
length a rocket magazine exploded in Ahmad Shah's camp
and caused such a panic that the Afghan chief gave up
his projected conquest of Delhi and declaring himself
satisfied with the plunder of Sirhind, began to retreat the
way he had come (March 1748)'. Prince Ahmad, while
about to pursue Ahmad Shah, was recalled to Delhi by the
illness of his father. Thereupon Ahmad Shah halted on
the Indus and forced the viceroy of the Panjab to promise
him a permanent share of the Panjab revenues. In April
1748 Mahomed Shah died and was succeeded by his son,
who like his Afghan neighbour assumed the title of Ahmad
Shah, The new emperor, alarmed at the vicinity of the
Afghan king, invited Nizam-ul-Mulk to be vazir of Delhi,
The Nizam, however, was too old and too ill to accept the
post, and on the 19th Juno 1748 he died. His death was
followed by a series of complicated events, which greatly
favoured tho schemes and ambitions of the French.
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